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own spheres. But fortunately the spirit of autocracy was not
an essential part of the plan, and a milder form of self-govern-
ment has gradually taken its place.
The strength of the community spirit in the boarding school
is seen also in the force of public opinion, of settled usages, of
what does and does not constitute "good form," of what is and
what is not "done." Obviously this characteristic has its good
side, but it is said to descend sometimes into petty detail, and
to leave insufficient room for the play of individuality. In the
case of the public schools of England, the force of tradition
undoubtedly tends to produce men of an easily recognizable
type—a type upon which so high a value is set that the munici-
pal day schools, as we have seen, tend to model themselves in
some respects upon the public schools, but not in respect of the
system of "fagging," which in milder forms than of yore still
exists in the great boarding schools, and is still warmly defended
by many who have learned by experience exactly what it means.
Growth of the It is interesting to observe that the community
group spirit spirit, which is seen in full operation in a
residential school for adolescents, has its basis
in the facts of human-nature, and is therefore a matter of
gradual development. What the psychologists call the gre-
garious instinct may easily be misunderstood, but there can be
no question that it exists. From early childhood we all dislike to
be left alone, and this primitive dislike of being left alone is the
beginning of the community spirit. But one only has to watch
a nursery-school class for a short time, in order to see that,
although children of three or four enjoy being together, they
have as yet little idea of playing together. It is not until his
sixth year that the child begins to feel the stirrings of the social
spirit. Up to that point he has been a stout individualist, and
has displayed positively anti-social tendencies, except towards
adults. In his eighth year he becomes less dependent on the
society of parents and nurses and older folk generally, and seeks

